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Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers Computer Society (IEEE-CS)

What it is
The IEEE Computer Society is part of the wider IEEE organisation and focuses specifically on computing and information technology. It brings together academics, engineers, researchers, and IT professionals from around the world. The organisation plays a key role in developing computing standards and sharing new research.

Membership & criteria
Membership is open to a wide range of people, including students, graduates and experienced professionals working in computing or related areas. There are different membership grades such as Student, Professional, Senior Member, Life Member and Fellow. These grades reflect a member’s level of experience, skills, and contribution to the computing field.

Benefits for members
Members can access a large international network of computing professionals and researchers. They are also able to use the IEEE Computer Society Digital Library, which contains journals and research papers. Other benefits include discounted access to conferences and publications, as well as opportunities for scholarships, awards, mentoring, and professional development.

Suitable for which roles
This professional body would be particularly suitable for software engineers and developers who want to stay up to date with new technologies. It is also useful for systems architects and researchers who wish to publish work and attend conferences. Academic computer scientists and IT project managers may also benefit from the professional recognition and global networking opportunities.

http://www.computer.org/
British Computer Society (BCS) – The Chartered Institute for IT

What it is
The British Computer Society (BCS) is the main professional body for IT professionals in the UK. It covers a wide range of computing areas, including software development, cybersecurity, data, IT management, and professional ethics. BCS aims to raise standards within the IT industry and support career development.

Membership & criteria
BCS membership is available to students, graduates, professionals and organisations. Membership grades include Student, Associate, Member (MBCS) and Fellow (FBCS), depending on experience and qualifications. Experienced professionals can also apply for Chartered IT Professional (CITP) status, which recognises a high level of competence and professionalism.

Benefits for members
Members gain professional recognition and can use post-nominal letters. BCS also offers career development support through training, e-learning and skills frameworks. Other benefits include access to specialist interest groups, networking events, industry publications, mentoring schemes, and job-related resources.

Suitable for which roles
BCS is well suited to IT managers and consultants who want formal professional recognition. It is also useful for cybersecurity specialists, data professionals, and software developers due to the wide range of resources and networks available. Students and recent graduates can benefit from career guidance and early-career support.

BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT | BCS 

Institution of Analysts and Programmers (IAP)

What it is
The Institution of Analysts and Programmers (IAP) is a professional body that focuses on systems analysts, programmers, and software developers. It places strong emphasis on practical skills and real-world experience within the computing industry.

Membership and criteria
Membership is based on a points system that considers qualifications, training, and work experience. There are several membership grades, including Licentiate, Graduate, Associate, Member and Fellow. This structure allows members to progress as their skills and experience develop.

Benefits for members
Members receive formal recognition through certificates and professional branding. They may also be included on the IAP consultant register, which can help with career opportunities. Additional benefits include discounts on books, software, and services, as well as access to business support, webinars, and networking events.

Suitable job roles
The IAP is particularly suitable for systems analysts and programmers who want recognition based on their technical skills. It is also useful for software developers and freelance consultants who want professional credibility and business support.

http://www.iap.org.uk/ 







Business Applications Software Developers Association (BASDA)

What it is
BASDA is a UK trade association that represents organisations involved in developing business software. Unlike other professional bodies, it focuses more on industry collaboration, standards and influencing policy rather than individual professional membership.

Membership and criteria
Membership is aimed at organisations rather than individuals. Full membership is available to business software developers, while associate membership is offered to companies and partners within the wider software industry.

Benefits for members
Member organisations can influence industry standards and government policy related to business software. BASDA also provides networking opportunities, access to best practice guides, industry events, and increased visibility within the software sector.

Suitable job roles
BASDA is most suitable for senior roles such as software engineering managers, product managers, company directors, and founders. It is also relevant for technical leads and business solutions architects who need insight into industry trends and regulations.

http://www.basda.org/ 



The Institute of Engineering and Technology (IET)

What it is
The Institute of Engineering and Technology (IET) is a large professional body that supports engineers and technology professionals across multiple disciplines, including IT and computing. It promotes technical excellence and professional standards.

Membership and criteria
The IET offer membership for students, associates, members and fellows. It also provides professional registrations such as MIET and FIET, which recognise experience and competence in engineering and technology-related roles.

Benefits for members
Members gain access to technical journals, the IET digital library and the Engineering & Technology magazine. Other benefits include discounts on training and events, career development tools, professional recognition, and networking with engineers from different industries.

Suitable job roles
The IET is suitable for ICT technicians, systems engineers and telecoms engineers, as well as professionals working in roles that combine IT and engineering. It is also valuable for technical leaders and researchers involved in innovation.

https://theiet.org 




The Institute of Science and Technology (IST)

What it is
The Institute of Science and Technology (IST) is a UK professional body that supports people working in science, technology, engineering, and technical management roles. It provides a broad professional community rather than focusing on a single discipline.

Membership and criteria
Membership is open to students, apprentices, technical staff, specialists, and managers. Membership level depends on qualifications, experience, and responsibility within a role.

Benefits for members
IST members receive support for career development and professional recognition. They can network with professionals across different STEM fields and build contacts that may help with career progression.

Suitable job roles
IST is suitable for IT support technicians, technical staff, and project coordinators. It is also useful for technology analysts and managers who work across different technical disciplines and want broad professional engagement.

https://istonline.org.uk 
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